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prisoners; that Blansac could hope for no reinforce-
ments; and that, therefore, he had better at once make
an honourable capitulation, and surrender himself with
all his men prisoners of war, than attempt a struggle
in which he was sure to be worsted with great loss.
Blansac wanted to dismiss this messenger at once, but
the Englishman pressed him to advance a few steps
out of the village, and see with his own eyes the defeat
of the Electoral army, and the preparations that were
made on the other side to continue the battle. Blan-
sac accordingly, attended by one of his officers, fol-
lowed this lord, and was astounded to see with his own
eyes that all he had just heard was true. Returned into
Blenheim, Blansac assembled all his principal officers,
made them acquainted with the proposition that had
been made, and told them what he had himself seen.
Every one comprehended what a frightful shock it
would be for the country when it learnt that they had
surrendered themselves prisoners of war; but all things
well considered, it was thought best to accept these
terms, and so preserve to the King the twenty-six bat-
talions and the twelve squadrons of dragoons who were
there. This terrible capitulation was at once, therefore,
drawn up and signed by Blansac, the general officers,
ancl the heads of every corps except that of Navarre,
which was thus the sole one which refused.

The number of prisoners that fell to the enemy in
this battle was infinite. The Duke of Marlborough
took charge of the most distinguished, until he could
carry them away to England, to grace his triumph
there. He treated them all, even the humblest, with
the utmost attention, consideration, and politeness, and